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UNIVERSITY HISTORY
The name of The University of Texas-Pan
American hints at the school's many transformations since its founding in 1927 as Edinburg
College, a two-year community college governed
by the Edinburg School District. Six name
changes later, the university took its place on
Sept. 1, 1989, as a member of The University of
Texas System.
In the intervening years, UT Pan American
grew from roughly
200 students to about
13,700 today. In the
1950s and 1960s, the
school moved from
the original four-acre
site in downtown
Edinburg to the 186acre campus a few
blocks west. In 1973,
the university opened
a satellite campus in
Brownsville, now The
University of Texas
at Brownsville.
When the school
became a state college in 1963, the name Pan
American was selected because it reflected the
institution's desire to bridge the cultures of North
and South America and to reflect the cultural
and ethnic diversity of the university.
The same is true today. About 87 percent of
the undergraduate students are Hispanic, reflecting the demographic characteristics of the immediate region, the Rio Grande Valley. The university enjoys the distinction of having the largest
enrollment of Hispanic students in the United
States.
Since 1987, the university has celebrated the
anniversary of its creation in September with a
Founders Day event to recognize the many
faculty, staff, governing board members and
friends who have helped build the university to
its current status.
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MILESTONES
192 7 -

Edinburg College opened its doors

on Sept. 12 with 196 students.
❖

1933 - In its first name change, the school
became Edinburg Junior College.
❖

1948 - Designated Edinburg Regional
College, the institution was separated from the
Edinburg School District and began its transition
to a four-year curriculum.
❖

1951 - Hidalgo County voters approved
creation of a county-wide regional college
district. The school became Pan American
College, a four-year institution, the following
year.
❖

1965 - Pan American College became the
22nd state-supported college in Texas.
❖

1971 -

The school offered its first graduate
programs and became Pan American University.
❖

1989-A merger with The University of
Texas System created The University of TexasPan American.
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UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE
The University of Texas System Board of
Regents governs the 15 component UT System
institutions, including UT Pan American. President Miguel Nevarez reports to the System's
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs,
who reports to the System Chancellor.
The nine regents are appointed by the governor and approved by the Texas Senate for sixyear terms.

Dr. Miguel Nevarez

REGENTS
Terms expire Feb. 1, 1995
Robert J. Cruikshank, Houston
Tom Loeffler, San Antonio
Dr. Mario E. Ramirez, Roma
Terms expire Feb. 1, 1997
Rev. Zan W. Holmes, Jr., Dallas
Bernard Rapoport, Waco-Chairman
Ellen C. Temple, Lufkin
Terms expire Feb. 1, 1999
Martha Smiley, Austin
Lowell Lebermann, Austin
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM
Chancellor:
Dr. William Cunningham
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs:
Dr. James P . Duncan
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-PAN
AMERICAN
President:
Dr. Miguel Nevarez
Vice President for Academic Affairs:
Dr. Rudolph Gomez
Vice President for Business Affairs:
James Langabeer
Vice President for Institutional
Advancement:
T. Edward Mercer
Dean of Students:
Judy Vinson
Academic Deans:
Dr. Ernest J. Baca, College of Arts & Sciences
Dr. Jerry Prock (interim), School of Business
Administration
Dr. Ernesto Bernal, School of Education
Dr. Judy Perkin, School of Health Sciences
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ENROLLMENT
The University of Texas-Pan American is one
of the fastest-growing universities in the state
and serves one of the fastest-growing regions in
the nation.
Since fall 1986, when UT Pan American had
8,903 students, headcount enrollment increased
54 percent to 13,702, an all-time high in fall
1993.
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board projects the university will have 20,000
students by the year 2000.

UT Pan American Fall Enrollment
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The university has the largest enrollment of
Hispanic students among colleges and universities in the United States. Eighty-seven percent
of the students enrolled at UT Pan American in
fall 1993 were Hispanic, with about 11 percent
white non-Hispanic students and small numbers
of American Indian, black, and Asian students on
the campus.
By far the largest number of students more than 11,000 - are residents of Hidalgo
County.
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STUDENT RESIDENCY- FALL 1993
Out of
Valley

4%
Starr
County

Hidalgo
County
82%

6%
Willacy
County
2%

As of fall 1993, 96 percent of UT Pan
American's students were from the four-county
immediate region, the Rio Grande Valley. Of the
four percent who are from outside the Valley, 53
percent are from other Texas counties, 14 percent
are from other states, and 33 percent or about
200 students are from outside the U.S.
More than half of the high school graduates
from the Valley
who go on to
college attend
UT Pan American, and it is
not uncommon
for students
upon graduation
to triple their
earning power
compared to
that of their
parents. Many
represent the
first generation
of their families
to go to college.
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Freshmen at UT Pan American outnumbered
all other classifications in fall 1993, surpassing
the total number of juniors, seniors and graduate
students.

Enrollment by Classification
Fall 1993
Special
Students
4% Graduates

17%

Sophomores
19%

Elementary education and accounting are the
two fields that attract the largest numbers of
undergraduates.
Under state law, students seeking certification
to teach in the public schools must now major in
academic disciplines in the arts and sciences under
an interdisciplinary studies degree program.
Interdisciplinary studies attracts the most majors
at UT Pan American - about 2,000 students.
Within the School of Health Sciences, nursing
attracts the largest number of students, about 700;
general business in the School of Business Administration is third with about 500 majors.
The College of Arts and Sciences is the school
with the most majors, about 45 percent of the total
students, primarily because of the number and
variety of degree programs offered.
Another factor that makes the College of Arts
and Sciences the largest college is the vast number
of core curriculum classes, such as English and
mathematics, required of all majors.
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Enrollment by Credit Hours
Fall 1993
Health
Sciences

CAMPUS
The University
of Texas-Pan
American covers
about 200 acres in
Edinburg.
The property
was purchased in
pieces throughout
the 1950s, 1960s
and as late as 1979
and cost about
$677,000. Construction began in
earnest in the
early 1960s, and
today the replacement value of the
buildings is $100
million.
The university
also leases prop-
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erty from Cameron County to house the
university's Coastal Studies Laboratory at South
Padre Island.
UT Pan American is located in the Rio
Grande Valley, a river delta of the Rio Grande.
The climate of the Valley is semitropical - hot in
the summer but mild in the winter.
Tourism and agriculture are the two largest
sectors in the Valley economy. The area is
distinctly bicultural, and many people speak both
English and Spanish.
UT Pan American is located in Edinburg, a
county seat with a population of about 34,000.
Many of the students' off-campus social life is
centered on McAllen, a city of about 100,000
people, only six miles from Edinburg. The U.S.Mexico border is only 15 minutes from campus,
and the beaches of South Padre Island are a 90minute drive away.

POINTS OF INTEREST
Academic Services Building - The newest
addition to the campus was completed in 1993. It
holds microcomputer laboratories with more than
500 workstations, two large classrooms seating
60 and 120
students,
computer
science faculty
offices, and
Technology
Resources print shop,
graphics,
administrative
offices, audiovisual production and microcomputer
support
Academic Services Building
services.
Chapel of the Lord's Prayer - The non-denominational chapel was dedicated by Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Crump of Mission and opened to students in early 1967.
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Coastal Studies Laboratory - Located on
South Padre Island between the jetties and the
Chapel-by-the-Sea, the laboratory is about 150
yards inland from the Gulf of Mexico. It offers
students and the public the opportunity to see
marine life up-close. Research at the Coastal
Studies Laboratory focuses on the Laguna
Madre, Padre Island, and the coastal zone of
South Texas and northern Mexico.
Communication Arts and Sciences - The CAS
Building houses the CAS Art Gallery and the
University Theatre, a 300-seat auditorium
completed in 1984. The facility features a thrust
stage theater with seating arranged in a semicircle around and above the stage and includes a
studio theater and costume and scenery shops.

Fine Arts Complex

Fine Arts Complex - The three buildings that
surround a large central courtyard house the art
and music departments. Included are the 1,050seat Fine Arts Auditorium and the Fine Arts
Gallery.
Health and Physical Education Complexes The physical education and recreation facilities
at the university were expanded with the completion in 1987 of the second HPE Complex. The
new complex contains a weight room, racquetball
courts, dance studio, gymnastics room and
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gymnasium, while the original complex houses the
swimming pool and the Fieldhouse for UT Pan
American Bronc basketball games.
Learning Resource Center - The four-story LRC
houses the university library and government documents collection, media services, a 296-seat Media
Theater and a
• •-,-lllllll'l~ "I
working
television
studio. The
library holds
about 500,000
volumes, an
extensive
collection of
microforms, a
special archive
of South Texas
folklore and an
impressive
regional
historical
archive.
Speech and Hearing Clinic - Students work at the
clinic to earn practicum hours needed to become
certified speech and hearing clinicians. The clinic
provides diagnoses of speech problems and
remediation therapy, hearing screening, testing and
referrals, and hearing aid fitting and dispensing at
nominal fees to the public and free to students.
Communication Arts and Sciences Building, Room
125, 381-3587.

PERSONNEL
The University of
Texas-Pan American
employs about 1,575
people full-time,
including 350 faculty
members.
Another 700 people
work part-time,
including students.

Dr. Lino Garcia
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REVENUES & EXPENDITURES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUG. 31, 1992

SOURCES OF REVENUE
TOTAL CURRENT FUND REVENUES
$68.74 MILLION

Sources of Revenue in Millions
Auxiliary
Enterprises
Other $3.03
$3.16

State

Tuition &
Fees
$12.59

Grants &
Contracts
$14.95

TOTAL CURRENT FUND EXPENDITURES
$59.14 MILLION

Expenditures by Function in Millions
Research &
Physical Public Service
Plant
$1 .22
$4.31
Au xiliary
Expenses
$5.75

Instruction
$25.19

Scholarships
& Fellowships
$11 .51

Student Services, Academic &
Institutional Support
$11.16
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STUDENT FINANCIAL AID
The University of Texas-Pan American
disbursed about $27 million in grants, loans,
scholarships, and other forms of financial aid to
its students in the 1992-93 school year.
Financial aid at UT Pan American is in a
number of forms. Grants include the Pell,
Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant,
Texas Public
Education
Grant and line
item scholarships. The
largest of
these is the
Pell Grant,
which yielded
$9.3 million to
students in
1992-93.
Another
$11 million
was disbursed
through loans,
including the
Texas Guaranteed Student
Loan program,
the National
Direct Student Loan, or Perkins Loan, the Parent
Loan for Undergraduate Students, and the
Supplemental Loan for Students.
Students also may qualify for Work Study.
The combined federal and state monies for the
program, which pays for students to work on
campus, is $1.4 million.
Another option open to some students is the
Emergency Loan program, operated through the
university's Loan Collection Office. The university processed more than 4,000 Emergency Loans
in 1992-93.
Other forms of financial aid include scholarships and tuition wavers.
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FOUNDERS DAY & THE
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
UT Pan American started its first-ever
Capital Campaign in 1987 with a goal of $5.6
million.
By the end of the campaign in February 1990,
the drive had raised $9.6 million in gifts and
pledges.
The University recently started a multi-year,
multi-million dollar campaign for engineering.
Five faculty, staff or community members are
honored each year for their service to the university and community at Founders Day ceremonies.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Center for Entrepreneurship and Economic
Development - CEED professors and students
help local businesses develop long-range strategies, provide basic bookkeeping and accounting
systems, and in some cases help them prepare
loan applications for small business loans. CEED
can also help local governments and school
districts in planning. Business Administration
Bldg., Rm. 124, 381-3361.
Small Business Development Center - The
center provides short-term help for businesses in
one-to-one counseling with graduate assistants.
The work is primarily trouble-shooting when
business owners referred to SBDC by the Small
Business Administration have a specific problem
to be addressed. Business Administration Bldg.,
Rm. 124, 381-3361.
Small Business Institute - Senior business
students do an intensive semester-long study of
management, marketing, bookkeeping, data
processing or other areas of a business. Students
present their findings and a business plan to the
owner of the business as a final project. Business
Administration Building, Room 124, 381-3361.
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The Rio Grande Center for Manufacturing The center is a collaborative effort by the region's
academic, industrial and economic development
entities to leverage the available resources in
delivering services to the region's manufacturing
industries. Its goal is to aid regional manufacturers through education and training, by providing
problem solving, technical management services,
and engineering and testing services, and by
carrying out relevant research projects. It also
strengthens and supports the educational mission
of the university by facilitating faculty research
and providing training, experience, and employment for students. 316-7011 or 316-7090.

Dr. Wayne Wells, director of Rio Grande Center for
Manufacturing, and an engineering student

Center for International Studies - The center is
designed to promote student and faculty exchanges
and conferences with colleges and universities in
other countries, especially Mexico and other parts
of Latin America, and joint publications/research
with foreign university faculty . The center also
pursues funding for faculty research on topics with
an international dimension. Liberal Arts Bldg.,
Rm. 102, 381-3572.
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English Language Institute - The institute
conducts intensive eight-week non-credit courses
in English for non-native speakers, helping students whose first language is not English prepare
for study and work in an English-speaking environment. Semi-intensive courses are offered on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings for seven weeks.
Liberal Arts Bldg., Rm. 359, 381-2133.
Center for Neurological Studies - The center is
a laboratory for brain activity research using
electroencephalograms (EEGs), evoked potentials
(EPs) and quantitative EEG/EP analysis with
topographic mapping. Research presently under
way includes the cortical activation patterns of
children, adolescents and adults during computergenerated simulations.
Minority Biomedical Research Support
Program - MBRSP gives minority students
experience in research while increasing their
chances for acceptance in graduate school. Students act as research assistants and collaborators
to faculty researchers studying topics such as toxic
chemicals, learning and memory, and frequency of
some diseases in Hispanics. Funding for the
program is provided by the National Institutes of
Health to encourage more minority students to
enter biomedical careers. Liberal Arts Building,
Room 358, 381-3546.
UT System Texas-Mexico Border Health
Coordination
Office -The
center coordinates
the more than 100
heal th-related
education, research and
service projects of
UT System
components in the
Valley and along
the Texas-Mexico
border to close
Dr. Rumaldo Juarez, director
gaps and limit
of the UT System Texas-Mexico
duplication.
Border Health Coordination
Office

17

Concert Dance Ensemble and Folkloric Dance
Company - The UT Pan American Concert Dance
Ensemble is the only ongoing dance company in the
region to present predominantly modern dance.
The colorful Folkloric Dance Company, organized
in 1970, features typical dances of many regions of
Mexico. Health and Physical Education Complex,

Folkloric Dance Company
'

ROTC
UT Pan American has an active Army Reserve
Officers' Training Corps program - the Bronc
Cadet Corps. Two-, three- and four-year scholarships are available on the basis of merit.
Successful completion of the ROTC program
leads to commissioning as a second lieutenant in
the U.S. Army or Army National Guard and active
duty or active reserve service.

ATHLETICS
The University of Texas-Pan American competes in 15 intercollegiate sports as a member of
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the National
Collegiate Athletic Association's
Division I, the
highest level of
intercollegiate
athletic competition.
The team
nicknames are
the Broncs and
the Lady Broncs;
athletic colors are
green and white.
The Broncs
have competed in
Edinburg since
1927 and are
charter members
of the Sun Belt
Conference, a
Broncs Basketball
major conference
founded in 1976. With headquarters in New
Orleans, La., the conference also includes Arkansas State University (Jonesboro), The University
of Arkansas at Little Rock, Central Florida
University (Orlando), Jackonville University,
Lamar University (Beaumont), Louisiana Tech
(Ruston), the University of New Orleans, The
University of South Alabama, the University of
Southwestern Louisiana (Lafayette), and Western Kentucky University.
Before joining NCAA Division I sports in
1968, the Broncs won five National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) national
championships in the 1960s - four in men's
tennis and one in men's basketball.

COACHES
Broncs Basketball - Mark Adams
Lady Broncs Basketball - Tracie Garner
Broncs Baseball - Al Ogletree
Broncs and Lady Broncs Cross Country, Indoor
and Outdoor Track and Field - Reid Harter
Broncs Golf - John Garcia
Lady Broncs Golf - Cindy Padgett
Broncs Soccer - Eloy Moran
Broncs and Lady Broncs Tennis - Greg Hilley
Lady Broncs Volleyball - Oscar Segovia
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ADMISSIONS
The University of Texas-Pan American has an
open admissions policy for entering freshmen,
which means the university does not require a
minimum ACT ,
score. Students
who score below
certain levels,
however, are
required to
complete
remedial
courses or
programs before
they are permitted to proceed
in the regular
curriculum.
All students who have not already earned a
minimum of three semester hours of credit from
an accredited university or college will be required
to take the Texas Academic Skills Program test.
Students must pass the TASP before enrolling in
upper-division classes.
Graduate student admission requires a
bachelor's degree or equivalent from an accredited
college or university, a 3.0 grade point average on
a 4.0 scale, and a score of at least 1000 on the
GRE or 350 on the GMAT. Other criteria may
apply in individual degree programs.

HONORS PROGRAM
Top students at The University of Texas-Pan
American can participate in the University
Honors Program.
Honors students may enroll in special classes
such as a two-semester honors seminar exploring
Western civilization from the ancient Greeks to
modern times. The program requires an independent study thesis, the culmination of research on
a topic selected by the student working one-on-one
with a faculty adviser.
Honors scholarships from $300 to $800 per
semester are available.
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STUDENT AFFAIRS
Under the division of student affairs, UT Pan
American provides an on-campus clinic, residence
halls, intramural sports, an international students' organization and a high school equivalency
program.
Students also may participate in the Student
Government Association, the University Program
Board, two student publications - Rio magazine
and the campus newspaper, The Pan American and choose from more than 60 student organizations ranging from the Accounting Society to the
Pre-Med Bio-Med Club.

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT
The concurrent enrollment program allows
students still in high school to earn up to nine
hours of college credit per semester at UT Pan
American. However, concurrently enrolled
students must take the TASP test after they have
earned six semester hours of credit.

TUITION AND FEES
Tuition and fees for a student with Texas
residency taking 12 semester hours of classes total
$590 for 1993-94. It will increase to $614 in 19941995.
Tuition for resident students will increase to
$28 per hour in 1994-95 and to $30 per hour in
1995-1996 under state law passed in 1991.
Regular non-resident
tuition and fee s total
$2,222 for 12 credit hours
in 1993-94.
Several types of
financial aid are available to students. About
$27 million was awarded
to students in grants,
loans, scholarships and
work-study wages in
1992-93.
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COURSES OF STUDY
The University of Texas-Pan American offers
bachelor's degrees in about 45 fields in business,
the arts and sciences, and education, and
master's degrees in about 25 fields, including
business administration, English, biology, history
and education, a doctorate in international
business and a cooperative doctorate in educational leadership with UT-Austin.
Twenty-five new bachelor's, master's and
Ph.D. programs in areas of allied health, engineering, education and several disciplines of the
liberal arts and sciences are being planned and
proposed. Some have been approved, others are
at the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board waiting for approval, and some are in the
course development phase.
The following list includes proposed degree
programs and indicates their stage of development or approval.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Bachelor's Degrees:
Anthropology
Applied Arts and Sciences
Art
Biology
Chemistry
Communication
Computer Science
Corrections
Electrical Engineering
English
General Studies
History
Interdisciplinary Studies
Latin American Studies
Manufacturing Engineering
Mathematics
Mechanical Engineering
Mexican American Heritage
Music
Philosophy
Physics
Police Administration
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COURSES OF STUDY
Political Science
Psychology
Social Work
Sociology
Spanish
Speech and Hearing

Master's Degrees:
Anthropology**
Art**
Biology
Communication Disorders
English
English as a Second Language
History
Interdisciplinary Studies
Mathematics
Public Administration
Psychology*
Social Work**
Sociology
Spanish
Speech Communication
Theater

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION
Bachelor's Degrees:
Accounting
Administrative Information Systems
Computer Information Systems
Economics
Finance
General Business
International Business
Management
Marketing
Master's Degrees:
Business Administration
Doctoral Degree:
International Business
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Bachelor's Degrees:
Elementary Certification
Health Education
Health and Kinesiology
Secondary Certification
(The School of Education offers certification
programs for elementary and secondary teacher
education. After Sept. 1, 1991, teacher certification requires a major in an academic field taught
at the elementary or secondary level.

Master's Degrees:
Bilingual Education
Early Childhood Education
Educational Diagnostician
Elementary Education
and Reading
Gifted Education
Guidance & Counseling
Health & Kinesiology
School Administration
School Psychology
Secondary Education
Supervision
Doctoral Degree:
Educational Leadership***
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Associate's Degrees:
Nursing
Bachelor's Degrees
Dietetics
Health Care Administration**
Medical Technology
Medical Records
Administration**
Nursing (for students
who have completed
the two-year
associate's degree
program)
Nursing (traditional
four-year program)
Occupational
Therapy**
Physical Therapy**
Rehabilitative
Services
Master's Degrees
Nursing

* In the approval process as of Oct. 1, 1993.
** In the developmental stage at the departmental level as of Oct. 1, 1993.
*** Cooperative program with UT Austin.
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR
•

SPRING 1994

January 11-12
January17
March14-19
April 1-2
May5-6
May7-12
May15

Registration by
appointment.
First day of classes.
Spring Break.
Easter.
Dead days.
Final examinations.
Commencement exercises.

e SUMMER 1994
May30
Junel
July4
July6
Julyll

July13
August16

Registration by appointment
for first summer session.
First day of classes.
Independence Day.
First term final examinations.
Registration by appointment
for second summer session.
First day of classes.
Second term final
examinations .

• FALL1994
Registration by appointment.
August 23-24
August29
First day of classes.
. September 5
Labor Day .
November 24-26 Thanksgiving.
December 8-9 Dead days.
December 10-15 Final examinations.
Commencement exercises.
December18
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR
• SPRING 1995
Januaryl0-11
January16
March13-18
April14-15
May4-5
May6-11
May14

•

Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Spring Break.
Easter.
Dead days.
Final examinations.
Commencement exercises.

SUMMER 1995

June2
June5
July4
JulylO
Julyll
July13
August16

Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Independence Day.
First summer final
examinations.
Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Second summer final
examinations .

• FALL1995
August 22-24
August28
September4
November 23-25
December 7-8
December9-14
December 17

Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Labor Day.
Thanksgiving.
Dead days.
Final examinations.
Commencement exercises.
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR
• SPRING 1996
January9-10
Januaryl5
Marchll-16
April 5-6
May 2-3
May4-9
May12

Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Spring Break.
Easter.
Dead days.
Final examinations.
Commencement exercises .

• SUMMER 1996
May31
June3
July4
July8
July9
Julyll
August14

Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Independence Day.
First summer final
examinations.
Registration by appointment.
First day of classes.
Second summer final
examinations.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
(210) 381-2206

Admissions
Financial Aid

381-2501

Housing

381-3439

Academic Programs
(210) 381-2175

College of Arts & Sciences

School of Business Administration

381-3311

School of Education

381-2171

School of Health Sciences

381-2291

Honors Program

381-3461

English Language Institute

381-2133

Military Science (ROTC)

381-3600
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~ Pan American

